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HUUC Mission Statement:
Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a safe
haven inspiring people to seek their own spiritual

truths through worship and learning in community
as we build a better world together.

HUUC Vision Statement:
The people of Harbor Unitarian Universalist
Congregation envision a community where

connections are strengthened and deepend, where
families are supported, and where diversity is

celebrated.

Sue McIntire, Music Director 
Kim Burr, Coordinator of Religious Education

HUUC Board of Trustees
Poppy Sias Hernandez, President 

Robin Dennany, Vice President
Kurt Troutman, Treasurer 

Eli Fox, Secretary

Member at Large: 
Carolyn Holmes • Rebecca St. Clair • Jones Barton

Sunday Worship  Services
Begin at 10:30 am

Request an email with the 
Zoom Link

September 6                 - Join Us Live!  ...or on Zoom!
“Annual Ingathering / Water Communion” 
coordinated by HUUC Worship Committee 
We will be meeting in person outside at Ruddiman 
Lagoon in Lakeside right below the bridge on 
Lakeshore drive. Please bring water that symbolizes 
the events of the past year, something to sit on and 
a stone or rock to contribute to a rock garden we are 
planning for at the church building. There is a gravel 
parking lot o�  Addison on Glenside that you can 
park and we will be meeting about 100 yards from 
the parking lot. You can also park on Lakeshore Drive 
and walk down the hill. We will be social distancing 
and please wear a mask to increase safety. We will 
also be streaming the service on Zoom for those who 

can’t meet in person. I hope to see you all there.

September 13                                                    -  on Zoom!
“Ask Anything”
A Zoom panel discussion on race

September 20              - Join Us Live!  ...or on Zoom!
“Is there any good left in the world?”     
Rev. Mimi Bush 
Weather permitting, this will be at Hidden Cove Park 
at Seaway & Grand Haven Rd. Please bring a chair/

blanket, a mask, and practice physical distancing.

September 27                                                   -  on Zoom!
“Living our Privilege in Trying Times”    Eli Fox

Deepest Gratitude to the continual e� orts 
of HUUC Members, Board, Worship 
Committee and many others to bring 
us virtual services and social distance 

activities in this challenging time.



President’s Note
Hello Family,

I am so grateful for the fellowship and connection that is gifted to me through all of you. I look 
forward to this next year in service to the congregation. This note to all of you is the � rst that 
will be shared on behalf of the board from each of our members in the monthly newsletter. We 
look forward to hearing your thoughts and concerns on how we can serve one another and 
the broader community.

I wanted to take a moment to express my gratitude to a couple of our members. To Je� rey 
Ochsner, who served on the board for the past several years, for his willingness to step up 
and help with “all of the things” whether it be the electrical components of the long-awaited 
elevator or serving on the board. I have never experienced him refusing to serve. He will be 
missed on the board but his work on Space and Grace (with Jim and Nancy) will continue to 
keep us in good shape and his smile and awesome fashion sense will forever inspire us.

To Rebecca St. Clair who led us through so much change as a congregation, I am so grateful for 
her sisterhood and commitment to our congregation. She has moved from president to trustee 
on the board and we will all continue to see her serve on the worship and music committee, 
Supper House, choir and she has picked up visitor/new member information sessions. So yeah, 
we will continue to see Rebecca as the bright star that she is for all of us. Both Jeff rey and 
Rebecca are two of the faces that I see when I come to Harbor that truly make it a “safe” harbor 
for me.

The board has been in the process of visioning what we want to bring to the congregation 
including the sermons over this summer and the smaller community conversations that we are 
looking forward to over the next several weeks. We want you all to know that we are aware of 
the many concerns about how and when we will be able to come together again. Unless there 
is an unpredicted change in the state/country’s ability to manage the pandemic, we do not 
plan to re-convene in person until after the new year. Prior to then, the board will begin the 
process of surveying members and considering the safety guidelines recommended by public 
health and the UUA to develop a plan that ensures the health and safety of all. In the meantime, 
we are committed to innovating in ways that lift up all of our needs to connect and serve. 
We are currently using zoom and hosting some outdoor activities. Please look for updates 
in the newsletter regarding “what is next” for our community as we navigate fellowship and 
connection in a pandemic.

In Wellness,,

Poppy
HUUC President



HUUC Show & Tell Picnic 
Saturday, September 5, starting at 11:00 a.m.

Hackley Park

Ready to spend time with your HUUC fellows person to 
person? 

Let’s practice social distancing as we gather together outdoors 
on Saturday, September 5, starting at 11:00 a.m. at Hackley 
Park in Muskegon. Bring your lunch, something to sit on, 
and something to show & tell (physically or metaphorically). 
There are restrooms available across the street at the Public 
Library until 2p.m. Mosquito repellant may be advised.  Face 

masks advised as well.   
In the event of inclement weather, we will postpone.

Contact Arionna with Questions

Kudos to Nancy Stier 
for keeping up the gardens this summer!

Behind Jim Stier’s Leadership: 
a top-of-the-line French drain has been 

installed at the UU for water control. 

This is several yards thick with a porus pipe inside 
guiding water to the street



Anyone interested in becoming a 
member of HUUC or learning more 

about Unitarian Universalism contact 

Carolyn Holmes.  She can arrange an information 

session to get answers to questions you may have.  

Holmesland58@gmail.com or 231-744-4099.

We want to meet you too!

Members new and old: 

submit your fun and brief bio 

-with a headshot- to Jessica at 

gingermajick@hotmail.com

Please submit information for the October Newsletter by Monday, September 28th to
Jessica at gingermajick@hotmail.com • text or call 231.206.4947

MEET JERRY...
I am Leon (Jerry) Bakke born 1936 in Northern 

Wisconsin. Raised in Flint. Graduated Central Michigan 

University. Spent a few years in the Navy. Ended up in 

Muskegon in 1965 to enjoy my passion for sailing and 

other water activities. Joined UU in 1967 because it is an 

open, diverse congregation with no dogma. Daughters 

Kirsten and Beth were part of the Youth Program. I am 

currently retired and plan to occasionally attend UU.

YES, TWO FB PAGES!
In addition to our public page: Harbor Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation, we have a PRIVATE GROUP Facebook page.  “Harbor UU 

News and Events” can be typed on the Facebook search bar, when page 

comes up… ask to be a member.  If you like FB, this is a good way to 

notify members of events along with emails we already send out.  



Help Keep 

A historical tour of Muskegon’s 
oldest city-owned cemetery.

Tour guides walk their groups through 
towering monuments and towering trees 
while introducing guests to some of 
Evergreen Cemetery’s residents. A full cast 
interprets Muskegon’s former members 
through historical documentation, time-
period clothing, context and language as we 
walk through this Victorian garden cemetery.

CITYof the dead
m u s k e g on

ALIVE!
Our cast is � lling in nicely with cast members returning and new.  

City of the Dead will be virtual this year, 
With the right team, we will gain advantages with using this new format:

*Outreach through social media beyond Muskegon
*Captioning for more inclusion
*A truly “all access” tour
*Simultaneous screening on several platforms 
  released at our normal day and time
*Recommend the event as “free” with a donate button 
  for free will o� erings

In order to make this work, we are in search of video and tech folks 
- especially video editing -  to help us pull this o�  professionally and successfully... If you, 

or someone you know may be able to help in this venture - please let us know!

If you are interested in being a part of our crew, or you would like more information about 
this event, or any other related ephemera, please contact Anna EldenBrady via email at 

cityofthedeadmuskegon@gmail.com.


