Sunday Worship Services

October 2020 Newsletter

Harbor
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation
Muskegon, MI 49441-1719
1296 Montgomery Ave. at McGraft

!
l
a
u
t
Vir

Begin at 10:30 am
Request an email with the
Zoom Link

October 4th
“Queerstory and Questions”
Anna EldenBrady
October is LGBTQIA+ history month but whose
story do you really know? What stories have been
deemed worth telling? What does it mean when
we say “representation matters” not just for our
popular media, but in the way culture is conveyed
and created through retellings of our past? Join me
in a journey into history and for time for questions
about what this means and why it all matters not just
to queerfolk, but to the dominant culture as a whole.

HUUC Mission Statement:

October 11th
“Waking Up from the American Dream”
Rev. Fred Wooden
If we wonder why religion and politics so often
collide it is because they both arise from deeply held
beliefs about what life should be about. In this most
turbulent of political seasons, there is a role religion
and UUism can play—and should!—that is sorely
missing.

HUUC Vision Statement:

October 18th
“Look to the Children”
Robin Dennany
It takes a village to raise a child. Let us explore
together our responsibility to the children in our local
community, and world, through the lens of UUism.

231-755-2932
www.harboruu.org
Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a safe
haven inspiring people to seek their own spiritual
truths through worship and learning in community
as we build a better world together.

The people of Harbor Unitarian Universalist
Congregation envision a community where
connections are strengthened and deepend, where
families are supported, and where diversity is
celebrated.
Sue McIntire, Music Director
Kim Burr, Coordinator of Religious Education

HUUC Board of Trustees

Poppy Sias Hernandez, President
Robin Dennany, Vice President
Kurt Troutman, Treasurer
Eli Fox, Secretary
Member at Large:
Carolyn Holmes • Rebecca St. Clair • Jones Barton

October 25th
“Creatures Journeying Toward the Light”
Peggy Humphreys and Arionna Huffman
Halloween is an observance of not only the year’s
final harvest. We also reflect on those we know who
have made the great transition and symbolically
provide sustenance for them along the way. Feel
free to wear a special hat or something to celebrate
this long-distance Halloween time with each other.
Enjoy!

Deepest Gratitude to the continual efforts
of HUUC Members, Board, Worship
Committee and many others to bring
us virtual services and social distance
activities in this challenging time.

Note from the Board
Greetings Friends,
Autumn has arrived and I hope this finds you well. As the leaves change and the weather turns
chilly, your board continues to do all we can to foster fellowship and care for one another
during these difficult times.
This past month we hosted two in-person Sunday services outdoors: a Water Communion and
a lovely service by our dear friend, Mimi. We gathered in fellowship at Hackley Park for a Show
& Tell event, and a Campy Campfire overlooking Muskegon Lake. We are always looking for
ideas to connect and grow our community. Please feel welcome and encouraged to share your
ideas with any member of the board. We want to hear from you!
I want to reassure you that the board is in the process of determining the best and safest
way for us to reconvene in person in our beloved building on Montgomery Street. We have
divided the work among us to get your feedback, compile rules and recommendations, and
sort out the logistics of what that will look like. It is important to us that we hear from you,
the congregation, in determining what makes you feel comfortable and safe. At this time, we
will not be back in the building before 2021. Once we do return to the building, we plan to
continue the virtual option indefinitely for those unable to attend in person.

In Peace,
Robin Dennany
HUUC Vice President
she / her

October HUUC Board Meeting: Monday, October 12 • 7:30 pm
via Zoom https://zoom.us/j/94891000199
All are welcome!

HUUC is looking for Virtual Speakers!

Looking for persons to present a Sunday morning service
Contact a member of worship committee to sign up today!
Carolyn Holmes • Anna EldenBrady • Peggy Humphreys • Arionna Huﬀman • Jessica Sheldon
Sue McIntire • Kwame James • Rebecca St. Clair
email Jessica at gingermajick@hotmail.com

Worship

REMINDER!
Election Day!

Committee
Meets!

Tuesday,
November 3rd

Thursday,
October 8th • 7pm

Need an
absentee ballot?

Contact
Rebecca St. Clair to get
the zoom invite

REQUEST IT NOW!
www.michigan.gov/
vote

Community
Conversation
Wednesday,
November 11th • 7pm
In anticipation of the November
election, the Board has scheduled
a
November
Community
Conversation for Wednesday,
November 11th at 7:00pm. Mark
your calendar for that evening as a
time to react and share about the
election results, however they turn
out. This is purposely scheduled
one full week after election day.
Note: we kept the Wednesday for
consistency, this is also Veterans
Day.

Endowment Grants

Endowment Grant Cycle Open for 2021
Applications for grants from the HUUC Endowment Fund are now available.
Do you have an idea to improve the space of our church, to send a member or close HUUC
friend for UU study or further education, or for outreach into the community that promotes the
spirit of UU principles?
Your idea could potentially be fulfilled by the HUUC Endowment Fund. Full application
is available under “Opportunities” on our website (http://www.harboruu.org/interests/
endowment/ and more detail creiteria is also listed
We are happy to discuss any ideas with you! The Endowment Committee:
Eli Fox, Darlene Vanderkolk, Kwame James, Anna EldenBrady
Interested in the committee? We have one vacancy! Contact Eli if you would like to serve.
elizabeth.anne.fox@gmail.com / 616-990-2430
At least $5,000 will be granted annually for special projects separate from our operating
budget.
Applications are due by December 1st

COMING 10.10.20 • 5pm
LIKE YOU HAVE NEVER SEEN US BEFORE
OUR FIRST VIRTUAL HISTORIC CEMETERY TOUR

Premiering World-Wide on YouTube
www.facebook.com/CityoftheDeadMuskegon
A historical tour of Muskegon’s oldest city-owned cemetery.
Tour guides lead our virtual walking tour through towering monuments and towering
trees while introducing guests to some of Evergreen Cemetery’s residents. A full cast
interprets Muskegon’s former members through historical documentation, time-period
clothing, context and language as we interpret this Victorian garden cemetery.

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel:
City of the Dead Muskegon.

Big Thanks to Gwen Williams who signed this pledge on behalf of the congregation.
The pledge is available through the link, and individuals are encouraged to sign too.

Join us and sign the LEDA Pledge to Dismantle Racism today!
In our continuous effort to build a vibrant Muskegon County with great opportunities for all, the
Community Foundation for Muskegon County has signed the LEDA pledge to dismantle racism. The
pledge was developed by the Lakeshore Ethnic Diversity Alliance (LEDA) and was designed as a tool
for community, nonprofit, education, religious, philanthropic, business and government leaders to
hold themselves accountable for addressing racism within the communities they serve - the goal
being an inclusive and welcoming community along the lakeshore and beyond.
“The Community Foundation values and is committed to building an inclusive and equitable
community,” said Todd Jacobs, President and CEO of the Community Foundation. “We encourage
our partners and Muskegon County residents to take this pledge with us.”
The pledge, in part, states, “We once again turn to our communities in hopes that others will
join us and commit to finally dismantling barriers, thus ensuring that people of all races and
ethnic backgrounds have equal access and opportunity to participate fully in the lives of their
communities.”
This pledge includes seven commitments and we encourage you to evaluate them and join us in
this effort to step up, speak out, and take action to eliminate racism.

follow this link to sign the pledge
https://ethnicdiversity.org/

MEET MARIE...
Hello! I am Reverend Marie Helena Cisneros, but go by Marie
or Reverend Marie. I am a mother, grand-mother, and greatgrandmother and a member of this congregation. I identify
as a spiritual being in a material body, having a human
experience.
I am originally from Laredo, Texas, but relocated permanently
to Michigan in the early 1970s. I have an Associate’s Degree,
a Bachelor degree and Religious Studies certificate from
Harvardx. I worked for over 30 in the medical ﬁeld in various
capacities, retiring in 2004. Currently I am a Universal Life
Minister and officiant at Harbor Unitarian Universalist
Congregation; performing wedding and other services
in the Muskegon County area. I am lead researcher/
owner of Cygnus Research (DBA) in Muskegon, Michigan,
a non-laboratory company with a mission is to “explore new paradigms in science, history, archeology,
anthropology, religion, spirituality and consciousness, ufology, and the paranormal for the benefit of
humanity, owner of Home & Hearth Crafts, a cottage craft and jewelry business and Investigative Journalist
for the Muskegon Channel.
My personal interests include writing, acrylic painting and mixed-media art, as well as jewelry design and
crafting.
In the 16 plus years I have been a member of this congregation, I served in a variety of capacities which
allowed me to both explore my own spirituality as well as promote the ideals and mission of the UU faith.
I am a former Trustee of the Endowment Committee and have worked as Religious Education Instructor as
well as RE Committee Chairperson. I am a former editor, photographer, and moderator for the UU Facebook
page and served in that capacity for over two years.
As someone , with a restless spirit and inquisitive mind; who was always seeking knowledge and spiritual
truth, I came to Harbor and found it to be a place where I could find my own path to spirituality, finding it
to be a place in where ideas and knowledge and uniqueness were not only tolerated; they were embraced.
This congregation allowed me to express my artistic creativity as well as my unique view of the Universe
without judgement. This has allowed me to grow both as a person as well as making a contribution to the
community. I hope to be able to continue to seek my path in this congregation.

We want to meet you too!
Members new and old: submit your fun and brief bio -with a headshot- to
Jessica at gingermajick@hotmail.com
Please submit information for the November Newsletter by Monday, October 26th to
Jessica at gingermajick@hotmail.com • text or call 231.206.4947

